
My name is Captain Steven Allen.  I’ve been a pilot for close to 20 years, 4 of those years with 
Allegiant, and I am deeply offended by the accusations made about our operation in the recent 
60 Minutes story. It is offensive to me and the hundreds of hardworking men and women I fly 
with every day to assume that we would ever knowingly operate unsafe aircraft.  

The Captain is the final authority to deem an aircraft ready for flight. To infer that any one of 
the professionals at Allegiant would fly anything less than a safe aircraft is appalling and 
insulting.  I can say with confidence that if I ever felt the aircraft was not 100% safe, I would 
make my concerns known and feel confident I would not be reprimanded for doing so. 

From January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017 I was the Executive Council Chairman of the 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters (IBT) at Allegiant – the pilot who was elected to 
represent our entire pilot group on behalf of our union. Throughout that year, I worked closely 
with the company’s operations and labor relations leadership. If I was ever made aware of any 
issues, I always felt comfortable bringing them forth for open discussion with the group, even if 
it was something we might disagree on. I can confidently say that our culture of safety 
continued to move in a positive direction, and that remains true today. 

Both Allegiant and the IBT have safety channels through which concerns can be brought 
forward.  The company has made great strides in showing its willingness to work both with, and 
independent of, the Union to improve safety standards. Some programs have been developed 
and others enhanced that allow all pilots at Allegiant to avail themselves of the resources to 
address safety concerns without fear of discipline or retribution.  

This story is slanderous, and it is irresponsible to both our passengers and our employees.  In 
today’s Allegiant these accusations are patently false. I am based in Florida while my family 
lives in Kentucky.  My family flies on Allegiant often, frequently with me as their Captain.  I 
certainly would not fly my own family if I had any concerns.  Plain and simple – I am extremely 
confident in the safety aspect of this airline and feel the union that is supposed to represent me 
has abandoned all reason and logic in an attempt to gain cheap political points and notoriety on 
national television.  

- Allegiant Captain Steven Allen 

 


